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Food for Thought



2014 -2015 biosafety / biosecurity lapses

CDC discovers potentially live 
anthrax bacteria in samples 

sent from a BSL_3 lab to BSL -2 
labs unequipped to handle it.

USDA discovers cross -contamination 
of low pathogenic avian influenza 
virus with high pathogenic virus in 

samples sent from a CDC lab.

August 10, 2014: White House requests all Federal 
departments and agencies to conduct ñsafety stand 
downò to inventory bio agents and review lab 

biosafety and biosecurity policies and procedures

CDC discovers potentially live 
Ebola in samples sent from a 

BSL-4 lab to a BSL -2 lab 
unequipped to handle it.

June  2014May  2014 December  2014July  2014

NIH 
discovers 

variola virus 
samples in 
an unused 

portion of a 
storage 

facility of an 
FDA lab on 

the NIH 
campus.

DOD mistakenly sent live anthrax 
bacteria to at least 86 labs operated by 
companies, academic institutions and 

government agencies in US and abroad.

May  2015

July 2014: White House requests re -chartering of 
Federal Experts Security Advisory Board (FESAP) to 

make recommendations to optimize biosafety, 
biosecurity, oversight, and inventory management 

and control for bio select agents and toxins

Nov  2014

Rhesus macaques 
exposed to 

Burkholderia
pseudomallei

inadvertently released 
from a BSL -3 lab at the 

Tulane National 
Primate Research 

Center



Optimizing Bio Risk Management in the U.S. 

http://www.phe.gov/s3/Documents/fesap.pdf 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/10 -2015_biosafety_and_biosecurity_memo.pdf



Laboratory Biorisk Management System (or Process) and 
Associated Culture

An assembly of beliefs, attitudes, and patterns of behavior of
individuals and organizations that can support, complement or
enhance operating procedures, rules, and practices as well as
professional standards and ethics designed to prevent the loss,
theft, misuse, diversion, unintentional or intentional exposure
to, or release of, pathogens and toxins .

Biosafety

Biosecurity


