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Foaod forThought

Letter dated 11 October 2013 from the Permanent Representative
of the United States of America to the United Nations addressed to
the Chairman of the Committee

I have the honour to respond to your letter, dated 27 February 2013, on behalf
of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004).
The enclosed report to the Committee (see annex) is a comprehensive update of
United States laws, policies, projects and initiatives to prevent illicit trafficking of
weapons of mass destruction. their delivery systems and related materials to
non-State actors, and in particular to prevent terrorists from acquiring such items.

The 2013 United States report is intended to supplement earlier reports and
incorporates input from multiple United States Govermnment departments and
agencies. In this latest version, the United States reports for the first time that it has
measures in place to implement all of its obligations under Security Council
resolution 1540 (2004). The report also includes a wide range of data on
implementation, enforcement and lessons learned. and reflects a “whole-of-
government” approach as a best practice for enhancing national implementation of
resolution 1540 (2004).

Legal Framework



2014:-2015 biosatety / biosecurnity lapses

USDA discovers cross -contamination
of low pathogenic  aviaminfiienzaza
vinuss with high pathogenic virus in
samples sent from a CDC lab.

CDC discovers potentially live
anttinaxbactetiaria in samples
sentfromaBSL 3labtoBSL -2

labs unequipped to handle it.
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NIH DOD mistakenly sent live amttinaxx
discovers bacteriaa to at least 86 labs operated by
vaniolda vinuss companies, academic institutions and
samples in government agencies in US and abroad.
an unused
portion of a
storage CDC discovers potentially live
facility of an Ebola in samples sent from a
FDA lab on BSL-4 lab to a BSL -2 lab
the NIH unequipped to handle it.
campus.

Rhesus macaques
exposed to
Bunktiotderiaia
pseudbraliéiei
inadvertently released
from a BSL -3 lab at the
Tulane National
Primate Research
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Optimizing 810 /Risk Management inthe U.S.

Culture of Responsibility

RECOMMENDATION

IMPLEMENTATION PATHWAY AND PROJECTED

TIMELINE

D/A
LEAD(s)

FESAP 1.1: Create and strengthen a culture that
emphasizes biosafety, laboratory biosecurity, and
responsible conduct in the life sciences. This culture
of responsibility should be characterized by
individual and institutional compliance with
biosafety and laboratory biosecurity regulations,
guidelines, standards, policies and procedures, and
enhanced by effective training in biorisk
management.

https.//www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/10

Develop and incorporate biocethics modules and guality system
training into laboratory biosafety and laboratory biosecurity
training and/or research design. The training should include
discussions of ethical and legal considerations, as well as the
social relevance of life science research, and the range of dual-
use concems that arise due to the impact of science and
technology on society, health, and national security. [Action by
July 2016]

Promote bioethics and guality system training (creating and
implementing quality planning and assurance, as well as
quality control and quality improvement) that includes
curricula on conduct that incorporates fundamental safety and
security responsibilities expected of all life scientists. [Action
by September 2016]

Develop semi-guantitative methods to evaluate the efficacy of
training, education, codes of conduct, and similar interventions
to reduce risk and improve safety in domestic research
laboratories housing infectious agents and toxins. [Action by
December 2017]

IBMWG

IBMWG

Study sponsored
by HHS, USDA

http.//www.phe.gov/s3/Documents/fesap. pdf

-2015 biosafety and biosecurity memo.pdf




Labaratory v Bionsk'- Management System (or Process) and
Associated Culture

An assembly of beliefs, attitudes, and patterns of behavior of
/naividuals — and organizations  that can support, complement or
enhance operating procedures, rules, and practices as well as
professional standards and ethics designed fo prevent the /[oss,

theft, misuse, diversion,  unintentional  or Intentional exposure
to, or release of, pathogens and toxins .



